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Vol. XIX SEPTEMBER, 1942 No. 9
Upon Information and Belief
The cry, "a witch hunt" and "persecution", which newspapers
have raised upon the grand jury investigation of the Chicago Tribune
and two other papers charged with premature publication of war news
which may have been of value to the enemy are beginning to sound
to lawyers like the cry of the little boy who called "Wolf" once too
often. There is perhaps no profession that is more loath to see any
impeachment upon the constitutional guaranties of free speech than the
legal profession, and its past record has shown that it is exceedingly
willing to defend any violation of that constitutional privilege. How-
ever, in the case of the Chicago Tribune, the cry of persecution arises
out of a long standing feud with the present federal administration.
On the surface perhaps the paper would have seemed to have made out
a prima facie case.
However, with the appointment of William D. Mitchell of New
York City, former Attorney General of the United States, who was
named Special Assistant Attorney General to present the evidence to the
grand jury and to have charge of any prosecution in the Tribune case,
it is very evident that the public can be assured that the conduct of the
prosecution was fair and in accordance with the highest. concept of
the due process of law. Mr. Mitchell, who served as Attorney General
under President Hoover, has long been recognized as an ardent advocate
for the wholesome preservation of the Bill of Rights. During 1939
and 1940 Mr. Mitchell was chairman of the bill of rights committee
of the Association of the Bar of the City of New York and has since
served as president of that association. During his chairmanship of
the bill of rights committee, Mr. Mitchell prepared the committee's
study and report on the Hobbs Bill concerning the rights of aliens and
copies of the report were sent to each member of congress in 1940. Even
a superficial study of this report would show that Mr. Mitchell would
be unwilling to see any inroads made upon the Bill of Rights.
Mr. Mitchell has been an active participant in bar association work.
His capacities and abilities are well known in the legal profession. His
public record, both as a practicing attorney and as attorney general,
should dispel any fears that the Chicago Tribune case will result in
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persecution of the newspapers. The appointment of Mr. Mitchell is
a fortunate choice for both the government and the Chicago Tribune,
for it guaranteed that the issues would be tried fairly and strictly on
their merits.
Changes in State Bar Set-Up Proposed
Two changes are proposed in the machinery of the Colorado Bar
Association, according to notices which have been handed to the secre-
tary and are included in the call for the annual convention.
Members of the junior bar section are requesting that the by-laws
of the association be amended to provide that the chairman of the
junior bar section shall be an ex-officio member of the board of governors
during his term of office. This amendment to the by-laws is urged on
the grounds that the junior bar has taken a very active interest in all
of the affairs of the association and that it represents a group of prac-
titioners who are not otherwise represented on the board. Hence the
amendment would be to the best interests of the association, the junior
bar heads state, in order to correlate the work of the section and the
state bar to have a liaison officer on the board of governors.
The other change urged is that the committee on revisions of the
by-laws be made a permanent section of the Colorado Bar Association
and that its work be enlarged to include probate, trust and real estate
law. This proposal is to be voted upon by members of the suggested
section and a fee of $1.00 per year for members belonging to this sec-
tion is proposed. After organization into the proposed section, the
group then indicates that it will submit a request to the board of
governors to recognize it as an official section of the Colorado Bar
Association.
Law Books For Sale
As previously announced, DICTA will provide free space in each
issue to members of the association who have law books they desire
to sell or exchange. Each advertisement will appear in but one issue
unless otherwise requested. Requests for publication of such adver-
tisements should be addressed to the Colorado Bar Association, 812
Equitable Building, Denver, or to the editor at 810 Tramway Build-
ing, Denver.
For sale-Volumes 1-32 of Corpus Juris Secundum. H. G.
Howard, SPruce 0972, Denver.
